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The Kentucky Sheep and Wool Producers Association received and used $1,312.00 for wool outreach. With these funds, 

the association 1) began efforts to increase the number of shearers in the state and, 2) provided consumer education on 

the benefits and necessity of shearing to attendees of the Kentucky Sheep and Fiber Festival.   

Kentucky Shearing Mentor Program: Over the past 10 years, Kentucky has 

had a decrease in the number of people shearing. Despite shearing schools 

being offered from our local university to recruit and train potential shearers, 

there has not been any attendees that moved into shearing as a full or part-

time business. The lack of shearers has caused several wool sheep producers 

to greatly downsize their operation or completely get out of the business, or 

has deterred new producers from getting started with wool breed sheep. 

Therefore, KSWPA developed the Kentucky Shearing Mentor Program as an 

effort to recruit potential shearers and give them the resources necessary to 

make shearing a feasible business venture. For 2019, three people have begun 

the training program. Individuals have been sent to Ohio to attend an 

advanced shearing school where they learned about the care of equipment 

and technique. They are also going to 

attend another shearing school in 

Kentucky led by Doug Rathke this month 

to once again hone their technique. For 

additional practice, several producers have agreed to be on a shearing schedule 

which will allow both shearers to handle a minimum of 800 head this year. Money 

from the wool outreach funds were used to pay travel expenses and registration 

for the advanced shearing school, as well as travel and instructor fee for Doug 

Rathke. We estimate these shearers will be able to help at least 50 producers each 

by the beginning of 2020. 
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Consumer education: The Kentucky Sheep and Fiber Festival offers the 

perfect location to provide consumer education on the necessity and 

benefits of shearing and wool. Each year a shearing demonstration is 

hosted at the festival. In addition to the demonstration, a program was 

implemented that added 4 producer presentations on the need for 

shearing and how it impacts their operations and animals. Attendees to 

the presentations were given the opportunity to shear, skirt fleeces, and 

learn about the benefits of wool. Everyone in attendance received an ASI 

Wool Care card and a postcard explaining the benefits of wool. Informal 

surveys were conducted during each session and all the attendees agreed 

they understood the importance of shearing and how it is better for the 

animal’s welfare. The shearing demonstration and presentations were 

also used as a recruitment tool for the Kentucky Shearing Mentor 

program. Approximately 3,000 people attended the demonstration and 

presentations during the festival on May 18-19, 2019.  

 


